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“This great story has within it many complex parts—fragments of history, law codes, moral systems, stories, poems, prophecies, philosophies, visions, wise sayings, letters—but the main structure or outline is simple. It can be seen as a completed circle, which first moves downward from the Garden of Eden into the wilderness of human history, and then slowly and painfully back to the starting point, as man proceeds toward Eden restored or the New Jerusalem.”—Alvin & Hope Lee

I. Introduction: The “Problem” of the Bible: 


A. Seven Challenges Facing the Reader of the Bible
1. Length of Time in the Bible

2. Length of Time Between when Book was written and the Reader
3. Length of the Book

4. Multiple Cultural Settings

5. Multiple Genres

6. Multiple Subject Matters

II. How Christ “Saved” the Bible 


A. Christ as All in All 

“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together…For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”  (Col.1:16-17, 19-20)

1. Christ is before all things

2. Christ created all things

3. Christ sustains all things

4. Christ reconciles all things

“For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to Him by the glory forever. Amen.” (Rom. 11:36)

B. Christ as the Heart of the Bible’s Message 

“You diligently search the Scriptures because you think that in them you possess eternal life, and it is they that marturo (“bear witness”) about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life” (John 5:39-40) 

“He said to them, ‘How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself…He said to them, ‘These are may words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled. Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.” (Lk.24:25-27, 44-45)

“When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets…” (Acts 28:23)

Conclusion: As readers and studiers of God’s Word, our simple but challenging task is to identify the God designed relationship between every passage or section of Scripture and the person and work of Christ Jesus. 

Homework: 

Genesis 1-3; 12-17 
Revelation 20-22 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, p. 3-43 

Memory Verse: “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.”—Hebrews 1:1-2

