FPC Men’s Bible Study – Survey of the Old Testament

           2-10-09

Teacher: Nate Shurden
Week 2 – “The End from the Beginning: Tracing the Story of Genesis”
I. Introduction: A Biblical Worldview as Understanding the Bible’s Story 


A. Looking at the Bible 


B. Looking through the Bible 

II. How to Read (and Understand) Genesis


A. Narrative as the Dominant Genre (Type of Writing) in Scripture 


B. Narrative as the Overall Structure of Scripture 

C. Four Essential Elements of a Story/Narrative



1. Plot/Mission: Movement toward a goal, a meaningful end



2. Settings: The “container” for the action and characters 



3. Plot Thickening/Crisis: The barrier to the goal 



4. Characters: Protagonist and Antagonist




a. ANTE – Those agonizing away from the goal (bad guys) 



b. PRO – Those agonizing toward the goal (good guys)  

D. Genesis as Fundamentally Story (Gen.1-3)



1. Creative Mission/Plot: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 



the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of 



the sea and over he bids of the heavens and over every 



living thing that creeps on the earth.”—Gen.1:28 



2. Redemptive Mission/Plot: “I will put enmity between you 


and the woman, and between your offspring and her 




offspring; he shall bruise our head, and you shall bruise his 



heal.”—Gen.3:15 



3. Settings: 




a. Creative: Genesis 1-2 – Eden 




b. Post Fall: Genesis 3 – East of Eden  



4. Plot Thickening/Crisis/Conflict 



a. Eve Eating the Forbidden Fruit 



5. Characters: Protagonist and Antagonist:  




a. Protagonist: God 




b. Antagonist: Satan (Serpent) 




c. Antagonist 2: Adam & Eve 

III. Exercise: Abraham (Gen.12-17) 

· Plot/Mission: 

· Settings: 

· Plot Thickening/Crisis/Conflict: 

· Main Characters: 

· Resolution: 

IV. The Bookends of the Bible’s Story – Gen.1-3, Rev.20-22 

Genesis 3: Entrance of Satan/Evil -------------------Rev.20: The Defeat of Satan/Evil
Genesis 1-2: Creation of Man/Marriage-------------------Rev.20-21: Divine Marriage 
Genesis 1: Creation of Heaven/Earth------Rev.22: Creation of New Heaven/Earth
Application Questions

1. According to Genesis, what is the ultimate purpose of life/world?

2. According to Genesis, what is the ultimate problem with the life/world? 

3. According to Genesis, what is the ultimate prescription for what’s wrong with life/world? 

Homework: 

Exodus – 1-7:7; 19:1-20:21; 32:-40:38
Leviticus – 8:1-10:20; 16; 19
Memory Verse: “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”—Rev.22:12 

