FPC Men’s Bible Study – Survey of the Old Testament 


           2-17-09

Teacher: Nate Shurden

Week 3 – “Exodus & Leviticus: God Gives and Keeps Covenant”

“When Exodus and Leviticus end, Israel possesses a comprehensive statement of what God expects from them. They know the basics of the covenant, as well as its finer points. They have a place to worship, leaders to guide worship, and sacrifices that will cover their sins. Beyond these vital ingredients, they now possess a national identity: they are Yahweh’s people.”—Paul R. House

Introduction: Picking Up Where Genesis Left Off

I. Exodus as Epic His-Story 

A. Characteristics of an Epic Story 

1. A “Grand” Tale – 



2. National Storyline – 



3. Unifying Hero – 

4. Supernatural Characters and Events –



5. Majestic Style – 

Epic literature is important for a whole culture because the epic summarizes what a whole culture wants to say about itself and how it wants to be remembered.


B. Unifying Plot Lines in Exodus 



1. The Life and Leadership of Moses 


2. The Founding of a Nation 


3. The Coming of the Glory of God 

II. Exodus as THE Salvation of God 


A. The Exodus as Paradigmatic for Salvation in the OT



Example: Deuteronomy 6 & the Raising of Children 
III. Conclusion: The Christ of Exodus 

A. Exodus as the Pattern for the Full and Final Salvation in Jesus Christ 

Exercise: Compare Exodus 1-20 & Matthew 2-7. How is Jesus portrayed in the book of Matthew as a “Second Moses” Figure? 
I. Leviticus as God’s Provisional Plan for Utopia 

Introduction: Picking Up Where Exodus Left Off

Though Leviticus is anything but narrative it tells the story of how God wanted the OT covenant nation of Israel to order its 
religious life and practices, especially with regard to worship and the sacrifices, which were the basis of the God’s ongoing relationship with his people.—Leland Ryken


A. Exodus & Leviticus Compared and Contrasted 



1. Exodus is an Epic His-Story of the glory of God. 



2. Leviticus is Typological His-Story of how to live with the glory God. 


B. Making a “Home” with God: Leviticus as Utopian Literature: 



1. Characteristics of Utopia

· Portrayal of a “Good Place” (or Good Society/Life) 
· Instruction on the Institutions and Practices that Produce “Good Place” (or Good Society/Life) 
II. Leviticus as God’s Foreshadowing of a Permanent Plan for Utopia 


A. Leviticus & Human Sinfulness 


B. Relating to Holiness: Substitution, Mediation, Atonement, and Repentance.

III. Conclusion: The Christ of Leviticus – Reading Typologically 

A. Typology: the characters, events, and sacrifices in the book of Leviticus often symbolize something for which Christ ultimately fulfilled.

Exercise: Based on the outline of Leviticus, identify the three unifying types of Christ in Leviticus. 


1. 



2. 



3. 

Homework: 

Numbers 10:11-14:45; 20-25 

Deuteronomy 5-6: 8-9:12; 29-30; 34

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 75-96 (Numbers and Deuteronomy) 

According to Plan, 140-154 (chapters 14-15) 

“And God spoke all these words, saying, I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.”—Exodus 20:2-3
