FPC Men’s Bible Study – Survey of the Old Testament 


                              2-24-09

Teacher: Nate Shurden

Week 4 – “Leviticus & Numbers: Serving a Holy God”

I. Introduction to Leviticus: “Be Holy as I am Holy”
II. Leviticus as God’s Provisional Plan for Utopia 

Introduction: Picking Up Where Exodus Left Off

Though Leviticus is anything but narrative it tells the story of how God wanted the OT covenant nation of Israel to order its 
religious life and practices, especially with regard to worship and the sacrifices, which were the basis of the God’s ongoing relationship with his people.—Leland Ryken


A. Exodus & Leviticus Compared and Contrasted 



1. Exodus is an Epic His-Story of the glory of God. 



2. Leviticus is Typological His-Story of how to live with the glory God. 


B. Making a “Home” with God: Leviticus as Utopian Literature: 



1. Characteristics of Utopia

· Portrayal of a “Good Place” (or Good Society/Life) 

· Instruction on the Institutions and Practices that Produce “Good Place” (or Good Society/Life) 

III. Leviticus as God’s Foreshadowing of a Permanent Plan for Utopia 


A. Leviticus & The Predicament of Human Sinfulness 


B. Relating to Holiness: Substitution, Mediation, Atonement, and Repentance.

IV. Conclusion: The Christ of Leviticus – Reading Typologically 

A. Typology Defined: “The essence of typology is the recognition that within Scripture itself certain events, people, and institutions in biblical history bear a particular relationship to later events, people, and institutions (antitype). The relationship is such that the earlier foreshadows, and the later fills out or completes the earlier.”—Graeme Goldsworthy  
B. Characteristics of Type 
1. Grounded in history: 

2. Historical/theological correspondence between the type and anti-type 

3. Intensification from the type to the antitype 

4. Evidence that the type is ordained by God to foreshadow the antitype. 
Exercise: Taking each point of outline 1 of Leviticus, consider how Christ is the central antitype (or fulfillment) for the book of Leviticus. 

Introduction to Numbers: “In the Desert” 

I. Numbers as Israel’s “Coming-Of-Age” Story 


A. Numbers opens up as a quest story filled with expectation, then tragically descending 
into forty years of wilderness wandering, only to end with the same expectation with 
which it began. 


B. The book intent on preparing the people of God for life with God in God’s land.

II. Numbers as Travel Narrative

A. Characteristics of Travel Narrative 

· Journey
· Change of setting 
· Conflict with Environment & Surrounding Nations

· Conflict within the Traveling Community 
· Tests of Faith

III. Conclusion: The Christ of Numbers – Reading Typologically 

· The Bronze Serpent (Numbers 21:4-9 and John 3:14-15) 


Question: In what way does John 3:14-15 connect the relationship of the bronze serpent 
with the person and work of Christ? 

· Baptism, Spiritual Food & Drink, and Rock (Numbers 20:11 and I Cor.10:1-6)  


Question: How does I Cor.10:1-6 understand the continuing validity of Israel’s history in 
the wilderness for the New Testament Church? 

Homework: 

Deuteronomy – Chapters 5-6 and 8-9:12 and 29-30 and 34

Joshua – Chapters 1-6 and 22-24 
Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 97-106 (Joshua) 

According to Plan, 156-163 (chapter 16)
“For I want you to know brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.”—I Corinthians 10:1-4 

