FPC Men’s Bible Study: A Survey of the Old Testament 
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Teacher: Nate Shurden

“Deuteronomy & Joshua – A God of Second Chances”

Introduction to Deuteronomy: Picking Up Where Exodus & Numbers Left Off 

I. Deuteronomy: Same Message, Different Context 

 “Deuteronomy is an exposition of the same covenant in a new setting.”—Bill Arnold 

I. Deuteronomy as Farewell Discourse

A. A Common Literary Device (See Joshua 23-34; Luke 22:21-38)

B. Characteristics of a Farewell Discourse 



1. Summoning of Followers



2. Announcement of Impending Death 



3. Review of Leader’s Past Relations 



4. Exhortations to Remain Faithful 



5. Revelations about the Future 




a. Difficulties followers may face 




b. Warnings 




c. Predictions of Woes and controversies 




d. Words of Comfort and Promise 




e. Prayers and Blessings




f. Appointment of a Successor 

C. Purpose of a Farewell Discourse 

1. To focus the author or speaker’s attention on the instruction/exhortation he or she wants to give to the community.
2. To raise the attention of the hearers, so that the words spoken/written make a lasting spiritual impression and promotes obedience. 
III. Deuteronomy as Treaty (Or Covenant) Document 

A. The Component Parts of a Treaty (or Covenant) Document

Preamble (Deut. 1:1-5)
The Historical Prologue (Deut. 1:6-3:29) 

The Stipulations (Deut. 4-26)
Provision for Deposit of the Document & Public Reading (Deut. 24-26, 31:9-13) 

The List of Witnesses (Deut. 30:19, 31:19-22)
The Curses and Blessings (Deut. 28)
IV. Conclusion: Deuteronomy – Looking Back, Looking Forward 
Question: How does Deuteronomy serve as a historical, theological, and literary bridge between the Pentateuch and the so-called historical books (Joshua-Kings)? 
Introduction to Joshua: Picking Up Where Deuteronomy Left Off

I. Joshua as an Epic Conquest Narrative 

A. Pattern of Conquest 



1. Preparation



2. Battle 



3. Divide 



4. Settle 



5. Covenant Renewal 

II. Joshua’s Spiritual Interpretation of Israel’s Conquest (Joshua 1) 

A. The Promises of God 

B. The Presence of God


B. Faith & Works 



1. “The land is yours, go take it.” 



2. Rahab 



3. Achan 

III. Joshua as  Herem Warfare 

A. God’s “Holy War” 

Moral Dilemma in Joshua: The Book of Joshua records God’s command to Israel to destroy Canaan’s citizens, sparing no one. How should Christians interpret such passages of Scripture? 
Homework:

Judges – Chapters 1-3:6 and 17-21

Ruth – The whole book 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 105-125 (Judges & Ruth) 
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from you mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”—Joshua 1:8 
