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Judges & Ruth – A God of Judgment & Redemption

Introduction: Picking Up Where Joshua Left Off


A. Judges as History 


B. Interpreting Judges 

I. Judges as Tragedy  

A. Pattern of Tragedy in Judges 

· The Israelites do what is evil in the sight of God

· God allows the nation to be conquered and oppressed by border nations
· The people cry to God

· God sends a judge to deliver the Israelites 

· The cycle repeats

B. The Double Plotline of Judges 

II. The Realism of Judges 

A. Two Dominant Characteristics of Realism 



1. The portrayal of unideal or sordid human experiences. 



2. Reliance on an abundance of concrete details taken from every day life. 

Conclusion: Reading Judges as a Part of the Gospel Story 

A. Two purposes of the book of Judges 

1. The failure of one generation to pass on the knowledge of God to the next generation, which led to a failure to keep covenant (2:10-11, etc.).
2. The need for a covenant keeping ruler from the line of Judah (1:2-20, 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25).

Exercise: 
· How does Judges set up the history of I & II Samuel, and in so doing, point to Christ? Take into consideration the two purposes above. 
Introduction to Ruth: Picking Up Where Judges Left Off 

A. Ruth in the English Ordering of the Canon

B. Ruth in the Hebrew Ordering of the Canon (see Hebrew Canon Handout) 

I. Ruth as Comedy 

A. The story follows a conventional U shape of literary “comedy” with events descending into potential tragedy in the beginning and then rising to a happy ending as the obstacles to fulfillment are gradually overcome. 

II. Ruth as Love Story 

A. Ingredients of a Love Story 

· An Eligible and Idealized Couple

· Background Observers (family, friends, a community)

· A Confidante (especially for the female) 

· Obstacles to the love/marriage, including often a rival, matchmaker, some relation, status, or event. 

· Report of the first meeting/date. 

· Ongoing reports on the “status” or “development” of the relationship

· Goodbye scenes 

· Bestowing of blessing 

· Bethothal 

· “Happily Ever-After” Marriage 

Conclusion: Reading Ruth as a Part of the Gospel
Exercise: 

· First, In what significant way does the book of Ruth relate to the purpose of the book of the Judges? 
· Secondly, how does the book of Ruth contribute to the unfolding of the gospel in the OT? 

Homework: 

I. Samuel – chs 1 and 8-9 and 15-20, and 31
II. Samuel – chs. 1 and 5 and 8-12 and 22-23:7 and 24
Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 127-148 (I & II Samuel) 

According to Plan, 164-171 
