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Teacher: Nate Shurden 

I & II Kings – A Kingdom Divided and Lost

Introduction: Picking Up Where I & II Samuel Left Off
“If the kings serve the Lord and do not worship idols, they are good kings. If they offer sacrifices only in Jerusalem, they are even better. If they destroy idols and bring spiritual renewal, they receive the author’s complete approval. Failure in any of these areas leads to national catastrophe. In other words, no factor—economic, military, or otherwise—affects Israel’s destiny as much as their relationship to God. The world view causes the author to write a sacred history that warns future generations of Israelites against repeating the same mistakes.”—Paul House 
I. I Kings – From Wisdom to Folly, Unity to Division: The Slide & Divide of the Nation of Israel 


A. The History 


B. The Theology 


C. The Interpretive Grid 

· Focus on Covenant Faithfulness, Not Political Prowess or Achievement 
· David & Solomon as Paradigmatic Kings 


D. Two Emerging Paths for Monarchial Evaluation 

1. Path 1 – Pursuing God in heart and religious forms, through which God is pleased and blessing follows.
2. Path 2 – Fail to love and obey God in religious forms, through which God is angered and judgment follows. 

II. II Kings – From Division to Exile: The Dissolution of the Nation of Israel
Introduction: Picking up Where I Kings Left Off 


A. The History 


B. The Theology 


C. Four Main Characters: Elisha, Joash, Hezekiah, and Josiah


E. An Emerging Pattern 



1. Formation



2. Deformation



3. Reformation 

III. Historical Narrative – The Kingly Succession Genre (Formula) 

A. Regnal Formula 



1. Introductory Statement:  

· Time and Current Kingly Statement 

· Age and/or length of reign 

· Matriarchal Reference 



2. Evaluation Sentence 



3. Chronicles reference 



4. Death, Burial, and Successor Accounts 

Exercise: Identify the parts, including verse references, of the Regnal Formula in I Kings 15:1-8. 



1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


IV. Elijah & Elisha – Prophets of “Going Out” and “Coming In”

A. Following the Pattern of Exile and Return 

1. Elijah as a Second Moses Figure 



2. Elisha as a Second Joshua Figure

V. Conclusion

A. Moses & Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
B. “Something greater than Solomon is here.” 

Homework: 

I Chronicles – Chapters 13-17 and 28-29

II. Chronicles – Chapters 8-12 and 36

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, p. 171-188 (I & II Chronicles) 

According to Plan, 172-185 (Chapter 18 and 19) 
“The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.”—Matthew 12:42

