Outlines

Ezra

I. First Emigration (1:1-2:70)

II. Restoration of the Temple (3:1-6:22) 

III. Second Emigration (7:1-8:36) 

IV. Intermarriage (9:1-15) 

V. Confession & Separation (10:1-44) 

Nehemiah 

I. A Pathetic Report (1:1-11) 

II. Nehemiah’s Commissioning (2:1-20) 

III. Jerusalem’s Wall and Gates (3:1-7:3) 

IV. The Exiles (7:1-73) 

V. Spiritual Renewal (8:1-10:39) 

VI. Residents, Priest, and Levites (11:1-12:26) 

VII. Dedication of the Wall (12:27-47) 

VIII. Final Reforms (13:1-13) 

Esther 

I. Vashti’s Refusal (1:1-22) 

II. Esther’s Accession (2:1-18) 

III. Mordecai’s Service (2:19-23)

IV. Haman’s Plot (3:1-15) 

V. Mordecai’s Request (4:1-17) 

VI. Esther’s Request (5:1-14) 

VII. Mordecai’s Reward (6:1-14) 

VIII. Haman’s Punishment (7:1-10) 

IX. The King’s Edict (8:1-17) 

X. The Jews’ Triumph (9:1-10:3) 

Key Dates: 

538 Cyrus’s Decree 

520 Work on the temple renewed 

516 Completion of the temple 

458 Ezra’s return to Jerusalem 

445 Nehemiah’s journey to Jerusalem 

