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I. Introduction to Proverbs

“The story Proverbs tells is the story of the soul’s choice.”—Leland Ryken
A. Two Types of Wisdom 

1. Discoursive Wisdom:

2. Instructional Wisdom:

B. Two Ways to Live 

1. Against/Opposed to God

2. For/With God
II. Proverbs – A Book of General (“Guiding”) Principles 


A. What a Proverb Is Not

1. Proverbs are not promises

Example: Proverbs 22:6

2. Proverbs are not commands

Example: Proverbs 22:24-25

B. Identifying a Proverb 
1. A proverb is a succinct and persuasive saying proven true by experience.  


C. The Purpose of a Proverb 

1. The unifying purpose of the Proverbs is to instruct the reader to live righteously and justly before God.

D. Reading Proverbs



1. Identify the principle behind the proverb



2. Identify how the proverb is both specific and universal 



3. Read slowly, repeatedly, and contemplatively 



4. Bring the principle of the proverb into different spheres of discourse 



5. Ask questions of the Proverb: 

a. What is affirmed? 

b. What is denounced? 

c. What value does the proverb enjoin? 

III. Proverbs – The Beginning of Wisdom 


A. The Opening of Proverbs

1. A Seven Verse Introduction (Prov.1:1-7) 


a. What Wisdom is for (v.2-6) 


b. Where Wisdom is found (v.7) 

B. The First and Controlling Principle of Wisdom: The Fear of the Lord 



1. Relationally Acquired, Not Merely Propositional 



2. Character Founded, Not Merely Intellectual 



3. Commitment Required, Not Merely Academic 

IV. Proverbs – The Person of Wisdom (I Corinthians 1:24)
Introduction to Ecclesiastes
“Ecclesiastes…the truest of all books”—Herman Melville 
I. Following the “Plot” Ecclesiastes 


A. The Voice, Content, & Form of the Plot 


1. Voice: Single Narrator in Distant but Personal Recollection 



2. Content: Clusters of Discoursive and Instructional Wisdom


3. Form: Proverb in “Quest Narrative” (Genre?) 
B. The Structure of the Plot 



1. Two Viewpoints or Perspectives
a. The major them in the first perspective is “life under the sun;” life lived with only human or earthly values and priorities in view
b. The major theme in the second perspective could be phrased “life above the sun,” though that phrase specifically is never used. This perspective is a God-centered or God-oriented that opens the door to meaning beyond human or earthly values and priorities and in consequence opens the door to meaning in the earthly sphere. 
“Aim at heaven, and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth, and you will get neither.”—C.S. Lewis 

II. Logical without “Logic” – The Poetic Rationality of Ecclesiastes 

A. The Posture of Hebrew Persuasion

1. Argument of Human Experience 



2. The Dialectic 




a. A Study in Contrasts




b. Repetition/Cycle 


3. Convincing through Observable Human Experiencing 
III. Asking the Hard Questions – Ecclesiastes as a Chapter in the Wisdom Books 

A. Welcoming the Hard Questions, Answering the Hard Questions 


C. The Place of Ecclesiastes in the Wisdom Literature of the Old Testament 

Exercise: Identify which summary statement applies to which of the three main books of wisdom literature in the OT—Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes 

1. “Discernable principles of life that, when closely followed, will lead one into the good life.” 

2. “Things do not always work out like we planned, even if we do everything right. Despite all our strivings, bad things can and do sometimes happen to good people. 

3. “Life without truth in God is absurd and meaningless, but our task is to enjoy life as God grants it and continue to trust him, for only he gives meaning to our existence.” 

Conclusion: Christ as the Wisdom of God (I Cor.1:22-25) 
