FPC Men’s Bible Study 






         09-01-09

Teacher: Nate Shurden 

Introducing the New Testament

“The New is in the Old concealed, and the Old is in the New revealed.”— St. Augustine 
“What the Old Testament promised is brought to light in the New Testament; what was proclaimed in a hidden manner in the past, is proclaimed openly as present. Thus, the Old Testament announces the New Testament; and the New Testament is the best commentary on the Old Testament.”— St. Gregory the Great
I. Plan of Action – Details, Purpose, Schedule, and Recommended Reading 

II. Charting a Course – Objectives for the Men’s Bible Study 


A. To Grow in Knowledge of the Content of the New Testament 


B. To Gain Greater Proficiency in Understanding How to Read the Bible 


C. To Foster Greater Love for Christ and the Gospel 


D. To Build and Strengthen Relationship with Men in the Church 


E. To Equip to Teach/Train Others in the New in the Study of the Scriptures 
III. The Relationship of the Old Testament to the New Testament

“One of the rewards of reading the Old Testament regularly…is that you keep discovering more and more what a tissue of quotations from it the New Testament is.”—C.S. Lewis 

“The relationship between the Old and New Testaments—that is just about the whole story; the whole of theology is involved in that.”—Herman Ridderbos 


A. Many Prophets, One Son, Same Message (Hebrews 1:1-2) 


B. Dividing the Testaments – The Trend of Modern Theology & Practice 


1. The Academy 

a. Inadvertent Division – Specialization in OT or NT




b. Intentional Division – False Assumptions (Dispensationalism, et. al.)  



2. The Church 




a. Ignoring the Old Testament to Death 


C. Bridging the Great Divide –  The Old Testament and New Testament Together 


1. No one-size-fits-all approach! 



2. NT Reflection on the OT




a. Matthew 1:1-17 (Genealogy of the OT) 

b. Romans 1:1-6 (Storyline of the OT)




c. I Corinthians 10:1 (Images of the OT)




d. Hebrews 11 (Persons of the OT) 




e. Luke 24:25-27, 44-47 (OT as Speaking Directly about Christ) 


3. Various Kinds of Uses of the OT in the NT




a. Quote it (Matt.1:23 cites Isaiah 7:14)




b. Allude to it (I John 1:1-5 alludes to Gen.1) 




c. Use OT vocabulary (e.g. ‘righteousness of God’) 




d. Use OT concepts (e.g. monotheism, creation, atonement, etc.) 

e. Refer to the basic overarching story of the OT (e.g. Rom.1:1-6, Luke 24)  


4. Basic Catalog of NT Uses of the OT
“…under the law, it (God’s covenant) was administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances delivered to the people of the Jews, all fore-signifying Christ to come.”—WCF, VII, V
a. Salvation History and Eschatological Consummation
b. Type & Antitype

c. Promise & Fulfillment

d. The Plain and Full Sense 

e. Old Covenant and New Covenant

Homework: 

Matthew – Chapters 1-7, 13, 18 and 26-28 

Mark – Chapters 1-3, 8-9, 11, and 13 

Ryken Bible’s Handbook, p. 415-442 (Matthew and Mark) 

