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Teacher: Nate Shurden 


Week 2 – Laying the Chief Cornerstone: The Gospel of Matthew 

“Almost all the elements that a modern reader would demand of a biography are lacking. Matthew has two principle interests: the fulfillment of God’s purposes in and through Jesus, and how the fulfillment will find expression in the community which Jesus founded.”—W.F. Albright and C.S. Mann
I. What: The Gospels as Genre  

A. The Gospel as the Life of Christ (“Biography”)  


B. The Gospel as a Call to Faith (“Sermon”)  


C. The Gospel as Narrative (“Story”) 


1. Plot, Setting, and Characters 

“Everything in the gospels is meant to share the gospel that you and I might believe the gospel.”

II. Where: The Place of the Gospels in the Canon

A. Law, Prophets, and Writings – OT and NT Mirror (Luke 24, Acts 28, etc.) 
Exercise: How are the three major divisions of the Old Testament—Law, Prophets, and Writings—mirrored in the New Testament writings? Provide some rational or explanation for your division. 

1. 


2. 


3. 
III. Why: The Urgency of the Gospels 

A. Reasons for Writing 



1. To Spread the Gospel Message 



2. To Preserve Eye Witness Accounts 



3. To Aid Believers Looking to the Future 



4. To Protect the Truth of the Gospel 



5. To Instruct New Converts

IV.  Matthew – An Old Testament Gospel Account   

A. Reading Matthew: A Lengthy Account, an Orderly Arrangement 

1. Say What I Do, and Do What I Say: A Rhythmic Action-Discourse Pattern 
2. Outline for Matthew 

· Narrative: Genealogy, Birth, Early Life, Commissioning, Disciples (Matt.1-4) 

· Discourse: Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7) 

· Narrative: Chiefly Miracles (Matt.8-9) 

· Discourse: Commissioning the Disciples (Matt.10) 

· Narrative: Conflict Stories (Matt.11-12) 

· Discourse: Parables (Matt.13) 

· Narrative: A Kaleidoscope of Varied Events (Matt.14-17) 

· Discourse: Warning about not Entering the Kingdom (Matt.18) 

· Narrative: Multiple Events, Leading to the Crucifixion (Matt.19-23) 

· Discourse: Olivet Discourse (Matt.24-25) 

· Narrative: Trial, Crucifixion, and Resurrection (Matt.26-28) 
3. Five Discourse Block Questions 

· How are citizens of the Kingdom to live (Matt.5-7)?  
· How are traveling disciples to conduct themselves on evangelistic journeys (Matt.10)?  
· What parables did Jesus tell (Matt.13)? 
· What warnings did Jesus give about not hindering entrance into the kingdom and on forgiveness (Matthew 18)?  
· How will human history end (Matt.24-25)?  


4. Visualizing the Book: A Series of Concentric Circles 




a. Jesus Christ 




b. The Disciples




c. The Pharisees/Scribes 




d. The Public


5. On the Move with Jesus 

a. Jesus as Itinerant Prophet/Preacher



b. Jesus’ Activities: Teaching & Healing 

B. A Jewish-Flavored Christianity



1. A Jewish Audience



2. A Jewish Focus  



3. A “Jewish Gospel” 

V. Matthew – Theological Tensions 

A. Keeping Balance – “Teaching an Old Dog New Tricks” 


B. Three Tensions



1. Particularism & Universalism



2. Israel and the Church



3. Law & Grace

VI. Matthew – Theological Motifs 

A. Fulfillment 


B. Christology 


C. Righteousness & Discipleship 


D. The Church


E. Eschatology 
Homework: 
Mark – Chapters 1-3, and 8-9 and 11 and 13 

Luke – Chapters 1:1-4 and 7 and 11-12 and 14-18
Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 429-458 (Mark & Luke) 
