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Short, Fast, Cursory, and Active – The Gospel of Mark 
“It is appropriate to label Mark a witness document…It is intended neither a formal historical treatise nor a biography of Jesus, but proclamation.”—William Lane
I. Just the Facts, and Quickly – The Gospel of Mark 

A. A Bare Bones Gospel


B. A Fast Moving Gospel 


C. An Active Gospel

D. A Public Gospel 


D. A “Petrine” Gospel? 


E. A “Core” Gospel? 

II. Mark as a Docudrama 

A. A Collage or Mosaic of Jesus Life and Ministry 


B. Organizing Forces 



1. Action-Oriented 
2. Geography (Galilee) 



3. Traveling Encounters (Movement) 


4. Conflict & Progressive Danger (Escalation) 


5. People’s Responses to Jesus 


C. Two Organizing Questions



1. Who is Jesus? (Chapters 1-8) 



2. What does it mean to be the Christ? (Chapters 8-16) 


B. Two Types of Material 



1. Typical or Representative Events 



2. Crucial, Turning Points Events 

III. Themes in Mark’s Gospel 

A. The Kingdom of God



B. Faith and Salvation


C. The Twelve & Discipleship


D. Jesus, the Son of God for the Roman Empire
IV. Outline of Mark 

A. Jesus as Itinerant Teacher and Miracle Worker (1-10) 


B. Jesus as Sacrifice for All (11-16) 
Long, Slow, Detailed, and Pedestian – The Gospel of Luke

“Almighty God, who called Luke the Physician, whose praise is in the Gospel, to be an Evangelist, and Physician of the soul: May it please thee that, by the wholesome medicines of the doctrine delivered by him, all the diseases of our souls may be healed; through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”—The Book of Common Prayer 
I. Investigative Reporting – The Gospel of Luke 

A. A Doctor’s Eye with a Journalist’s Passion 

B. The Research (Luke 1:1-4) 

1. Gathering information, checking evidence, verifying sources, critically evaluating, and arranging in an orderly fashion

C. Literary Intentions: 

1. Show the anticipation and expectation that surround the coming of Christ. 

2. Demonstrate the power and mercy of Jesus in meeting the needs of both the body and the soul. 

3. Show what is at stake in deciding either to reject Jesus or to become his disciples. 

4. Give important historical details to make the story of Jesus come alive and to be convincing to the readers. 
II. Themes in Luke’s Gospel 


A. God’s Universal Work 

B. Jesus as Savior of the World

C. A Community of Outcasts  

D. The Ministry of the Holy Spirit

III. Outline of Luke

A. The Advent of the Son of Man (1-4:13)

B. The Ministry of the Son of Man (4:14-9:50) 


C. The Progress of the Son of Man toward the Cross (9-19) 


D. the Death of the Son of Man (19-23) 


E. The Triumph of the Son of Man (24) 

Homework: 
Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 459-470 

John – Chapters 1-4, 10, 13, 15-17, 19-21

I John – The whole book 

II John – The whole book

III John – The whole book 

