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Teacher: Nate Shurden 

Cosmic Good News – The Gospel & Letters of John

“All four Gospels preach that Jesus is the Messiah, but each has its own major unifying theme…In John, it is the people’s response to Jesus, the decision they make when forced to judge him.”—Donald Juel 

I. John – A Theological Gospel 


A. Similarities and Differences – John & the Synoptics


B. John’s Purpose (John 20:30-31) 


C. John’s Unique Contribution 



1. A Creational Gospel



2. A Cosmic Gospel 



3. An Earthy Gospel 



4. A Metaphorical (or Sign-Filled) Gospel 

D. “John, The Mount Everest of New Testament Theology.”—A.J. Kostenberger
II. John – Son of Thunder…Disciple Whom Jesus Loved


A.  Son of Zebedee, an Apostle 

B. “Son of Thunder”


C. Peter, James, and John

D. “The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved” 
III. Structuring John – Action, Instruction, Response 


A. The Book of Signs – The Evidence for Messiahship (John 1-12:50) 


B. The Book of Glory – The Call of the Messiahship (John 13-20:31)


C. Epilogue – Action, Instruction, Response (John 21) 

IV. Important Theological Features of John’s Gospel  


A. Jesus Divine Qualities & Essence 


B. Jesus as Unique Divine Messenger 


C. Jesus’ Fulfillment of Israel’s and all Humanities Needs 
The Pamphleteer – The “Letters” of John

“The primary concerns are three: the incarnation; love for the brothers and sisters…and the relationship between sin and being God’s children.”—Douglas Stuart and Gordon Fee

I. Knowing You Know – The Letter of 1 John


A. Relationship of the Gospel to the Letters of John


B. A Symphonic Letter  


C. A Fluid Letter 


D. A Warm Letter 


E. A Four-Fold Purpose 



1. That joy may be complete (1:4) 



2. That you may not sin (2:1) 



3. That you may receive an old, new commandment (2:7-8) 

4. That you may know for certain that you have salvation in Christ (5:13) 

II. Protecting the Church – II & III John 


A. Standard Letter


B. Personal & Instructive 


C. Warning of False Teaching 


D. Stay the Course 

Homework: 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 471-486 (Acts) 

Acts – Chapters 1-2, 6-9, 15, 17, 21-22, 27-28. 
