FPC Men’s Bible Study






           9-29-09

Teacher: Nate Shurden

Introduction: 

I. Protecting the Church – II & III John 


A. II John



1. Standard Letter



2. Opening & Closing




a. “Elder”




b. “Elect Lady & Her Children” 



2. Mix of Personal Instruction & Command 



4. Purpose




a. Promote True Christianity




b. Protect From False Teachers/Teaching 

B. III John 



1. Standard Letter 



2. Purpose




a. Hospitality 




b. Walking in the Truth (Good & Evil) 
From Jerusalem to the Ends of the World – The Acts of the Apostles

“The book of Acts pulsates with life as the Holy Spirit gives power to the preaching, promotes love for the brethren, and guides and instructs in all areas of church life. This is why it is so vital for the church then, today, and always.”—Peter Jeffrey 

I. Acts – Getting to the Roots of Christianity  


A. Picking Up Where He Left Off – Dr. Luke 



1. Addressed to Theophilus (or any ‘lover of God’) 



2. Detailed Research Method (see Luke 1:1-4) 

· Gathered eyewitness account

· Carefully investigated reports 

· For the reader’s knowledge and growth in the Christian faith. 

3. Acts in a Sentence – “The spread of the gospel and the development of the church by the power of the Holy Spirit from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.” 

II. Acts – Ordering the Story


A. Acts – Place in the Canon



1. The “Prophets” of the New Testament 




a. Acts – Bridging the Gospels (Law) & Epistles (Writings) 



2. Mirroring & Moving Beyond the History of Israel 




a. Acts 2 – Peter




b. Acts 7 – Stephen 




c. Acts 13 – Paul 
B. Following the Spread of the Gospel (Acts 1:8)  


C. General Outline for Acts (Geographical) 
· Prologue (Acts 1:1-8) 

· The Witness in Jerusalem (1:9-8:3) 

· The Witness to Judea & Samaria (8:4-11:18) 

· The Witness to the Ends of the Earth (11:19-28:31) 

D. A Tale of Two Apostles: Peter & Paul 

· Peter (Acts 1-12) 
--Turning Point: Vision in Acts 10 

--Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria  

· Paul (Acts 13-28) 

--Turning Point: Conversion in Acts 9
--Uttermost Part of the World 
III. Acts – Entering the Story 

A. Acts as Narrative 

1. Following the Story 
· What happens

· Where it happens

· Who does the acting

· What results from the action. 

2. “Plotting” the Story 
a. Plot: Spread of the Gospel Message throughout the World 

b. Setting: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, to the Uttermost Parts of the World 

c. Crisis: Multiple Conflicts with Religious/Political Leaders, False Teachers, and Internal Conflicts between Christian Workers.  

d. Characters: 





i. Protagonist: The Holy Spirit, Peter, Paul, etc.  





ii. Antagonists: Satan, Religious and Political Authorities 



3. Note: The Importance of Sub-Genres 




a. Travel & Adventure Rolled into One 


B. Acts as History 



1. People, Places, and Particulars  



a. Jerusalem & Rome – Bookending Acts 




b. One-Hundred People & Counting 




c. Customs, Politics, Local Economy, Seafaring, etc. 

C. Acts as Theology 



1. Word & Deed 




a. Development, Discussion, and Dissension




b. Examples
i. Acts 2, Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

ii. Acts 6, Seven Men Chosen to Serve 

iii. Acts 15, Jerusalem Council 

c. Speeches & Sermons 

i. Evangelistic: Peter to Jewish audiences (Acts 2-5) or Paul to Gentile audiences (Acts 17, etc.) 

ii. Apologetic: Stephen’s speech (Acts 7) or Peter’s defense of eating with Gentiles (Acts 11) 

iii. Exhortative: Paul’s farewell speech to the elders at Ephesus (Acts 20) 

iv. Deliberative: The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) 
Homework: 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 487-498 (Romans) 
Romans – The Whole Book 
