Men’s Bible Study







10-6-09 

Teacher: Nate Shurden 
The Systematic Theology of the NT – The Letter of Romans

“Romans…the quintessence and perfection of saving doctrine.”—Thomas Draxe 

“The most profound book in existence.”—Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
“There are few books which it is more difficult to exhaust and few in regard to which there is more to be gained from renewed interpretation by different minds working under different conditions. If it is a historical fact that the spiritual revivals of Christendom have been usually associated with closer study of the Bible, this would be true in an eminent degree of the Epistle to the Romans.”—William Sanday & Arthur C. Headlam 
I. Introducing the Epistles


A. The Unique Contribution of the Epistles 


B. The Organization of the Epistles 



1. Size – From Large to Small 



2. Authors – Paul, James, Peter, John, Jude 

C. The Typical Epistle  
· Opening/Salutation: Names of the sender, addressee, and greeting
· Thanksgiving: Remembrance of recipient, prayer for spiritual welfare.
· Body: Theological comments, ending with eschatological or travel notes. 
· Paraenesis or Moral Exhortations: Lists of virtues and vices, sometimes phrased as rules for living, stated negatively as prohibitions and positively as commands. 
· Closing: Final greetings and benediction

 
II. Romans – An Epistle to Change the World 

A. Augustine (354-430 AD) 


B. Martin Luther (1483-1546 AD) 


C. John Calvin (1509-1564) 

D. Karl Barth (1886-1968) 
III. Romans – The Occasion, Author, & Purpose 


A. Where Romans was Written – Greece (Acts 20:1-3) 


B. Who Wrote Romans – The Apostle Paul (A Timeline) 
· Public Ministry of Jesus (ca.27/28-30)

· Paul Converted (ca.33) 

· Paul’s First Post-Conversion visit to Jerusalem (ca.35)

· Paul in Cilicia & Syria (ca.35-46) 

· Paul’s Second Visit to Jerusalem (ca.46) 

· Paul and Barnabas in Cyprus and Galatia (ca.47-49) 

· Paul Writes The Letter to the Galatians (ca.48-49) 

· Jerusalem Council (49) 

· Paul and Silas Travel from Syrian Antioch to Macedonia and Achaia (49-50) 

· Paul Writes The Letters to the Thessalonians (50) 
· Paul in Corinth (50-52)
· Paul’s Third Visit to Jerusalem (52) 

· Paul in Ephesus (52-55) 

· Paul Writes the Letters to the Corinthians (55-56) 

· Paul in Macedonia, Illyricum, and Achaia (55-57) 

· Paul Writes the Letter of Romans (57)

· Paul’s Fourth and Final Visit to Jerusalem (57) 

· Paul Imprisoned in Caesarea (57-59) 

· Paul Begins and Arrives in Rome (59-60) 
· Paul Under House Arrest in Rome (ca.60-62) 

· Paul Writes the Prison Epistles (ca.60-62) 

· Paul Visits Spain (ca.65) 

· Paul Writes the Pastoral Epistles (ca.66-67) 

· Paul Executed (ca.67)


C. Who Delivered Romans – Phoebe (Romans 16:1) 


D. The Purpose of Romans – Four Possibilities? 



1. To Rally Support for the Mission to Spain 



2. To Bring Reconciliation between Jews & Gentiles 


3. To Summarize Theology 


4. A Combination of Factors 

IV. Romans – A Greek/Roman Diatribe 


A. Lofty Speech, Grand Ideas, Unique Vocabulary 


B. Imaginary Inquisitors and Opponents 


C. Question & Answer Format, Catechism-Like  


D. Famous Examples from the Past 

V. Romans – Following the Argument 


A. The Indicative (To Believe)

1. The Power of the Gospel (Rom. 1:1-17)



2. The Pervasiveness of Sin (Rom. 1:18-3:20)



3. The Priority of Faith in Christ (3:21-5:21)



4. The Person of the Holy Spirit (6-8)
5. The Profundity of Election (Romans 9-11)

B. The Imperative (To Do) 


1. The Practice of Righteousness (Romans 12-15:13)



2. The Plans for the Future (Romans 15:14-16:27)

Homework: 

I Corinthians – Chapters 1-2, 4, 6-7, 9, 12-13, 15. 
II Corinthians – Chapters 1-2, 4-5, 8-9, 12
Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 499-516 (I & II Corinthians) 

� F.F. Bruce, Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977), 475. 





