Men’s Bible Study







10-13-09

Teacher: Nate Shurden

Pulled Back From the Brink of Disaster – I & II Corinthians

“His [Paul] love for the church was therefore of special intensity. It was analogous to that of a father for a promising son beset with temptations, whose character combined greater excellencies and great defects.”—Charles Hodge 
“Theologically driven passion for the purity of the church.”—Scott Haffemann
Introduction: 

I. The City of Corinth


A. The “Pride” of First Century Greece 


B. Geographically Privileged 


C. Commercial & Economic Center 


D. Den of Iniquity 

II. The Corinthian Letters


A. The Problem with One-Sided Correspondence 


B. Rebuilding the Context (“Mirror Reading”) 


C. Multiple Letters, Missing Letters 

1. “I wrote to you in my letter” (I Cor.5:9) 


2. Replied to Paul or was the initial letter? (I Cor.7:1) 

3. II Cor.2:3 and 7:8 refer to a “painful letter.” (The letter Titus delivered) 

I. A Church Divided – The Letter of I Corinthians 


A. The Problem: A Church in Conflict 


1. Defending the Apostolic Ministry: Disagreement about Paul’s Authority 



2. A “Party Spirit” (I follow…Paul, Apollos, Cephas, Jesus)  


B. The Means: Epistles as Pastoral Communication 


C. The Plan: Recovering the Cross-Centered Gospel 


D. The Shape of I Corinthians



1. Concern, Due to Division within the Church (I Cor.1-4) 




a. Human vs. Divine Wisdom 




b. Personality of the Leader over the Person of Christ 




c. The “Scandal” of the Cross 



2. Correction, Due to Immorality within the Church (5-6) 




a. The Evil of Incest 




b. Church Discipline 




c. Call to Purity 



3. Counsel, Due to Confusion within the Church (7-16) 

a. Questions about marriage, divorce, and celibacy. (ch.7)


b. Questions about diet, idolatry, and Christian freedom (chs.8-10) 

c. Questions about worship, spiritual gifts, and congregational order (chs. 11-14)

d. Questions about the resurrection (ch.15)


E. Debates 

1. Identity of Paul’s Opponents 

2. Literary Unity

3. Use of the Law (I Cor.1-2) 

4. Spiritual Gifts (I Cor.12-14) 
5. Use of Women in Church (I Cor.11:2-16; 14:33b-36) 

Example: Spiritual Gift Debate (I Cor.12-14) 

· “Eagerly desire spiritual gifts” (I Cor.14:1) 

· Various Gifts in the Church (Rom.12, I Cor.12, Eph.4) 

· The word “gift” is connected etymologically to the word “grace” When people receive  grace in Christ, they are given a gift to be used for Christ. 

· The gifts vary but they are meant to be used for the good of others (I Cor.12:7) 

· Controversy surrounds certain gifts: prophecy, tongues, healing, miraculous powers, etc. Interpreters disagree on what these gifts consisted of and how they were practiced in the early church. 

· Some claim all the gifts are still operable today. Others (reformed) insist that God granted them during the early decades of the church but ceased after the closing of the canon of Scripture. 

· The rational for the “cessation” is that revelatory signs were given to verify the message of Christ, which means they were provisional until divine revelation was complete. 

· Whatever view we take, Paul makes it clear that the virtues of faith, hope, and love are greater still (I Cor.13) The center of Christian ministry is the gospel, not gifts. We should avoid the “Corinthians syndrome” of letting Christian expression stray from the sound doctrinal basis Paul insists on (I Cor.14:19). 
IV. Shoring Up the Foundation – II Corinthians 


A. Paul’s Writing and Visits to Corinth



1. A “Painful Visit” (II Cor.2:1) 



2. Paul’s Recounting (II Cor.2:3-9; 7:8-12) 



3. Paul’s Present Joy (II Cor.7) 

B. Praise for Progress, Warning of New Threats, Preparation for a New Visit. 

C. The Message of II Corinthians 


1. Comfort in Affliction (II Cor.1-7) 

a. Theology of Glory vs. Theology of the Cross (Elwell & Yarborough) 



2. Giving to Jerusalem (II Cor.8-9) 



3. An Apostolic Apologetic (II Cor.10-12) 



4. Foundations for the Future (II Cor. 12-13) 

Homework: 

Galatians – the whole book

Ephesians – the whole book 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 517-535 (Galatians & Ephesians) 

