Men’s Bible Study 







         10-20-09
Teacher: Nate Shurden 

Galatians – A Gospel Polemic

“The argument is this: Paul wants to establish the doctrine of faith, grace, and forgiveness of sins, so that we may have a perfect knowledge and know the difference between Christian righteousness and every other kind of righteousness.”—Martin Luther 
“[Galatians] preserves the free grace that God has provided in the cross of Christ by resisting any temptation to think that sinners can be saved by something they do, when in face sinners can be saved only by believing in what Jesus has done.”—Leland Ryken 
Introduction: “Thy Rod & Thy Staff”  

I. Galatians – A Letter to a Threatened Church 


A. An Epistle with NO Thanksgiving! 


B. Sub-Genres: Autobiography, Example, Allegory, Rebuke, and Exhortation 


C. The “Business” of the Letter


1. The Threat: Judiazers & Works of the Law 



2. The Solution: Justification by Faith Alone 

3. The Approach: Exposing Falsehood, Rebuking False Teachers, Warning Sheep, and Teaching Truth

II. Galatians – A Message in Contrasts 


A. Five Contrasts

1. True Gospel verses a False Gospel

2. Faith verses Works

3. Liberty verses Legalism 

4. Sonship verses Slavery 

5. Fruit of the Spirit verses the Desires of the Flesh

III. Galatians – An Outline 


A. Autobiography (1:1-2:21) 



1. Chapter 1 – The Galatians Desertion of the Gospel 


2. Chapter 2 – Defending Apostleship 

B. Theology (3:1-4:31) 



1. Chapter 3 – Faith vs. Works (Justification) 


2. Chapter 4 – Slave vs. Son (Adoption)

C. Ethics (5:1-6:18) 



1. Chapter 5 – Christian Freedom 


2. Chapter 6 – Final Warnings and Exhortations 
IV. Galatians – Ongoing Debates


A. The New Perspective on Paul & Beyond 
Ephesians – A Gospel Letter for the Church
“One of the chief evangelical blindspots has been to…proclaim individual salvation without moving on to the saved community. Nobody can emerge from a careful reading of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians with a privatized gospel. For Ephesians is the gospel of the church.”—John Stott 
I. Ephesians – A Practical Handbook of Christian Doctrine


A. A Practice Oriented Gospel Letter 


B. Christ-Centered, Church-Centered 

C. Personal with Little Reference to Persons 


D. The Unity of the Letter

1. The Work of Christ

2. The Community United to Christ 

E. Structure: Splitting the Time – Indicative and Imperative 

II. Ephesians – An Outline 


A. Doctrine (Indicative) (1:1-3:21) 



1.  Chapter 1 – Exuberant Celebration of the Blessings of Knowing Christ. 


2. Chapter 2 – A Corporate Spiritual Biography 



3. Chapter 3 – The Mystery of the Gospel (Gentile Inclusion) 


B. Practice (Imperative (4:1-6:24) 



1. Chapter 4 – Maintain Unity 



2. Chapter 5 – Walk in Love, Light, and Wisdom



3. Chapter 6 – The Armor of God 

Homework: 

Philippians – The Whole Book 

Colossians – The Whole Book 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 537-550  

