Men’s Bible Study






                            11-10-09
Teacher: Nate Shurden 
Introduction: 
A. The City of Thessalonica at a Glance:  

1. Good Location, Trading Center, Vibrant Economy, and Vast in Size 

2. Very Religious (Ancient Paganism & Strong Jewish Contingency) 

B. The Founding of the Church at Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-9) 
I Thessalonians – A Letter to Encourage

I. An Overview – I Thessalonians 

A. The Type of Letter

1. Open Letter to a Fledgling Christian Congregation 


B. The Tone of the Letter

1. Warm, Personal, and Encouraging 


C. The Task of the Letter: Information & Instruction


1. To Inform of Paul’s True Feelings for the Church 



2. To Inform the Church Regarding Events in Paul’s Life 



3. To Instruct in Essential Christian Truths and Practices 


D. Four Themes of Encouragement 

1. Encouragement by Affirming that Opposition and Trials are to be Expected 


2. Encouragement by Commending True Faith and Love 



3. Encouragement by Instruction in Christian Truth and Behavior 



4. Encouragement by Providing Insight into the Last Things 

II. An Outline – I Thessalonians
I. The Greeting (1:1) 

II. Personal Reminiscences (1:2-10) 



A. The Vitality of the Church (1:2-3) 



B. The Spiritual Roots of the Church (1:4-6) 



C. The Practical Expression of a Living Faith (1:7-10) 

III. The Nature of the Apostolic Ministry 



A. Patience in Suffering (2:1-2)



B. Integrity of Motives (2:3-6) 



C. Winsome in Manner (2:7-9) 



D. Blameless in Behavior (2:10-12) 

IV. The Reception of the Gospel (2:13-16) 

V. Paul’s Concern for the Thessalonians (2:17-3:13) 



A. Frustrated Purposes (2:17-3:13) 



B. Missionary Plans (3:1-5) 



C. Joyful Praise (3:6-10) 



D. Intercessory Prayer (3:11-13) 

VI. Exhortation to Christian Living (4:1-12) 



A. General Guidelines (4:1-2) 



B. Morality (4:3-8) 



C. Christian Love (4:9-12) 

VII. Problems Related to Christ’s Coming (4:13-5:11) 



A. The State of the Dead (4:13-18) 



B. The Times and Seasons (5:1-11) 

VIII. The Internal Life of the Church (5:12-24)



A. The Recognition of Leaders (5:12-13) 



B. Interpersonal Relations (5:14-15)



C. The Life of Faith (5:16-18)



D. The Life in the Assembled Community (5:19-22) 



E. Paul’s Second Prayer (5:23-24) 

IX. Closing Comments (5:24-28)  
II Thessalonians – A Letter to Clarify…and Encourage

I. An Overview – II Thessalonians 


A. The Type of Letter

1. A “Do-Over” Letter 


B. The Tone of Letter: 



1. Tough-Minded, Forthright, but Encouraging 
C. The Task of the Letter

1. Answer Questions or Clarify Confusion (or Both!) 


2. Provide Instruction on How to Live a Life Pleasing to God 


3. Identify What Type of Behavior Should be Avoided in the Christian Life 

D. The Themes of the Letter 


1. The Need for Clear Understanding for the Health of the Christian Life 

2. The Handling of Wayward Brother and Sisters in the Lord 


3. The Eventual Victory, Reward, and Justice for Persecuted Believers 
II. An Outline – II Thessalonians 
I. The Greeting (1:1-2) 

II. The Judgment at Christ’s Coming (1:3-12)



A. Trials Preceding Christ’s Coming (1:3-5) 



B. Retribution at the Time of Christ’s Coming (1:6-10) 



C. A Prayer for the Church in Light of Christ’s Coming (1:11-12) 

III. Events Surrounding Christ’s Coming (2:1-12) 



A. The Call for Calmness (2:1-2) 



B. The Coming of Apostasy (2:3-7) 



C. Antichrist Revealed (2:8-12) 

IV. Right Attitudes Encouraged (2:13-17)



A. By Recalling the Foundations of Their Faith (2:13-14) 



B. By Exhortations to Stand Firm (2:15) 



C. By a Prayer for Spiritual Maturity (2:16-17)  

V. Intercessory Prayer (3:1-5) 



A. Requests for Prayer (3:1-2) 



B. Confidence in Prayer (3:3-4) 



C. A Wish-Prayer (3:5) 

VI. Instruction in Faith and Life (3:6-15)  
Homework: 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 561-578 (I & II Timothy and Titus) 

I & II Timothy and Titus – Read the Entirety of Each Book 
