Men’s Bible Study







         11-17-10
Teacher: Nate Shurden

Loving the Church – I & II Timothy and Titus

I. An Overview – The Pastoral Epistles 


A. The Type of Letters: “The Pastoral Epistles” 



1. Normal Epistolary Structure with Exceptions 




a. No Thanksgiving in I Timothy or Titus 


B.  The Tone of the Letters 



1. I Timothy

1. Personal, Direct, and Challenging (“Rally Cry”)  

2. II Timothy

1. Sober, Intimate, Emotional, and Bittersweet (“Testimonial”) 



3. Titus




1. To the Point, Direct, and Instructive (“Training Manuel”) 

C. The Task of the Letters



1. Written To Pastors (Timothy & Titus)   



2. Written To Encourage Pastors

3. Written To Instruct/Train in Pastoring 

D. The Themes of the Letters



1. The Threat of False Teaching 



2. Instruction on How to Live as the Household of God 
II. I Timothy – A Pastoral Charge

I. Greeting (1:1-2) 


II. Confronting False Teaching (1:3-20) 


A. The Charge to Deal with False Teachers (1:3-7) 



B. Proper Use of the Law (1:8-11) 



C. Paul: An Example of the Effect of the True Gospel (1:12-17) 



D. Restatement of the Charge to Deal with False Teachers (1:18-20) 

III. Descriptions of Gospel Shaped Living (2:1-3:13) 



A. Corporate Prayer, Worship, and Issues Arising From It (2:1-15) 



B. Qualifications for Overseers (3:1-7) 



C. Qualifications for Deacons (3:8-13) 


IV. Purpose of Writing: Behavior in the Church (3:14-16) 


V. Identifying False Teaching (4:1-5) 


VI. How Timothy Should Be Shaped by the Gospel (4:6-16) 


VII. How Specific Groups in the Church Should Be Shaped by the Gospel (5:1-6:2a) 



A. Respectful Dealing with Church Members by Age and Gender (5:1-2) 



B. Honoring Widows (5:3-16) 



C. Honoring Elders (5:17-25)



D. Honoring Masters (6:1-2a) 


VIII. Confronting the False Teaching Again (6:2b-21) 



A. False Teachers and Greed (6:2b-10) 



B. Timothy’s Behavior in Contrast (6:11-16) 



C. Charge to the Rich (6:17-19) 



D. Closing Exhortation to Timothy (6:20-21) 

II. 2 Timothy – A Last Will and Testament 


I. Opening (1:1-2) 


II. Exhortation to Endurance for the Gospel (1:3-2:13) 



A. Thanksgiving for Timothy’s Sincere Faith (1:3-5) 



B. A Call to Bold Endurance in Ministry, Part 1 (1:6-14) 



C. Examples, Positive and Negative (1:15-18) 



D. A Call to Bold Endurance in Ministry, Part 2 (2:1-13) 


III. Dealing with False Teachers (2:14-3:9) 



A. Timothy in Contrast to the False Teachers (2:14-26) 



B. Description of the False Teachers (3:1-9) 


IV. Exhortation to Timothy in Contrast to False Teachers (3:10-4:8) 



A. A Call to Hold Fast to Scripture and Paul’s Example (3:10-17) 



B. The Ultimate Charge (4:1-8) 


V. Conclusion (4:9-22) 
III. Titus – A Pastor’s Handbook

I. Opening (1:1-4) 


II. The Occasion: The Need for Proper Leadership (1:5-9) 


III. The Problem: False Teachers (1:10-16) 


IV. Christian Living in Contrast to the False Teachers (2:1-3:8) 



A. Proper Living by Age and Gender Groups (2:1-10) 



B. Gospel Basis (2:11-14) 



C. Summary Command (2:15) 



D. Proper Living Particularly with Respect to Outsiders (3:1-2) 



E. Gospel Basis (3:3-7) 



F. Summary Command (3:8) 


V. The Problem Restated: False Teachers (3:9-11) 


VI. Closing Exhortation (3:12-15) 

Homework: 
Philemon – The Whole Book

Hebrews – chapters 1-4, 8, 12-13

James – The Whole Book 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 579-600 
