Men’s Bible Study







         11-24-09 
Teacher: Nate Shurden

I. Titus – A Pastor’s Handbook


I. Opening (1:1-4) 


II. The Occasion: The Need for Proper Leadership (1:5-9) 


III. The Problem: False Teachers (1:10-16) 


IV. Christian Living in Contrast to the False Teachers (2:1-3:8) 



A. Proper Living by Age and Gender Groups (2:1-10) 



B. Gospel Basis (2:11-14) 



C. Summary Command (2:15) 



D. Proper Living Particularly with Respect to Outsiders (3:1-2) 



E. Gospel Basis (3:3-7) 



F. Summary Command (3:8) 


V. The Problem Restated: False Teachers (3:9-11) 


VI. Closing Exhortation (3:12-15)

II. Philemon – Forging a Path for Peace 


A. Short, Personal, and Informal 


B. Sensitive Subject Matter: Runaway Slave Returned to his Master  


C. The Outline: 



1. Salutation (1:1-3) 



2. Paul’s Praise for Philemon’s Faith (1:4-7) 



3. Paul’s Appeal for Onesimus (1:8-22) 



4. Final Greetings and Benediction (1:23-25) 


D. Model for Persuasion (Rhetorical Approach) 



1. Build Rapport and Goodwill (1:4-7) 



2. Lay Out the Facts to Convince the Audience (1:11-19) 


3. Appeal to the Emotions of the Audience (1:20-21) 


E. Model for Making Peace (Gospel Approach) 


1. Paul’s Thankfulness for His Brother, Philemon (1:4-7) 



2. Paul’s Appeal for His Son, Onesimus (1:8-16) 



3. Paul’s Plea for the Sake of the Gospel (1:17-22) 

III. Hebrews – The Old New Testament Book 


A. Introduction to the “General Epistles” 


B. The Uniqueness of Hebrews 



1. No Mention of Author 



2. Written in a specific Greek style 

3. Rare Phraseology and Vocabulary 

4. Lacks the Typical Epistolary Greeting 


C. Authorial Debate: Paul, Luke, Barnabus, Apollos, a Student of Paul’s…? 


D. Dating Hebrews


E. Identifying the Audience (Hint – “Hebrews”)  


F. Genre



1. Epistle



2. Sermon



3. Theological Treatise 


G. Situation & Purpose 


1. Persecution for the Christian Faith 



2. The Lure of the Former Faith (Judaism) 



3. “Trust in the Lord and Stand Your Ground!” 


H. The Approach 



1. Sustained Argumentation 



2. Jewish Mind, Jewish Reasoning 



3. Proof by Superlative – The Motif of Better, Greater, and More 



4. A Growing Light – The Maturing or Progression of Revelation 

I. Outline 



1. The Superiority of the Christian Faith (1:1-10:18) 




a. Jesus Christ Superior to Prophets (1:1-4) 




b. Jesus Christ Superior to Angels (1:5-2:18) 




c. Jesus Christ Superior to Moses (3:1-4:13) 




d. Jesus Christ Superior to Aaron (4:14-10:18) 



2. Exhortations to Persevere in Christian Faith (10:19-12:29) 




a. The Danger of Apostasy (10:19-31) 




b. Encouragements to Press On (10:32-39) 




c. Faith Defined and Exemplified (11:1-40) 




d. Jesus, The Superior Example of Faith (12:1-4) 




e. The Meaning and Merit of Discipline (12:5-13) 




f. Warning Not to Turn Away from God (12:14-29) 



3. Concluding Exhortation (13:1-19) 



4. Benediction and Greetings (13:20-25) 

Homework: 

James – The Whole Book 

I & II Peter – The Whole Book

Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 593-608 

